June 14, 2005

Town Board Minutes

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, June 14, 2005 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilman



FRANCES X. FARRELL


Councilman



ANN LINDAU



Councilwoman



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilman

Also present:
JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/Director



ROSEMARIE BOYLE/LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Dir.



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director



JEFF TKACS



DES/Safety & Security



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Deputy Town Clerk

* * * * * * * * * *          

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *        

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *            

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS and REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi said we are pleased tonight to have some Eagle Scouts who have been working on a very important project for our community at the Hudson Highlands Gateway Park, formerly known as Hillpoint.  This is three hundred and fifty-two (352) acres of open space forever that the Town, along with New York State, Westchester County, Scenic Hudson and private individuals purchased for Six Million ($6,000,000.) Dollars several years ago.  Richard DiSanza, our Open Space Monitor, has been working with these scouts on their project.

R. DiSanza said they have been involved with building bridges, trails, clearing and building scenic overlooks as part of a Hudson River Estuary grant.  Since there is not much of a budget for this type of activity, the grant has been a tremendous help.  The scouts presented a plan before they did any work on the park and they designed and built everything with consideration of the environment as the most important factor.

Eagle Scout Christopher Chin from Troop 36, Montrose  said his initial project was to re-route a trail that was seasonally flooded and build a bridge over a stream.  He said the bridge is thirty feet and should last for a number of years.  He said it was a great experience and he learned a lot about the environment. 

Eagle Scout Robert Kennedy, also of Troop 36, Montrose, thanked Town Board members and Mr. DiSanza and Mr. Craig Stevens, troop leader, for giving the scouts this opportunity.
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

His project was to build a trail through a  very overgrown section with weeds over fifty feet high.  He learned a lot about team work and working in an environment such as this.

Adam Zabbia of Troop 36, Montrose, thanked the various entities for giving him the opportunity to pursue his project.  He worked on the trail leading to the bridge that had been partially covered with mud.  He built two benches for the park.

Supervisor Puglisi presented the Eagle Scouts and their leader with Certificates thanking them for their contribution to the community and our environment.

* *       

On a quarterly basis, one of the Town’s employees is given the Employee of the Quarter award.  This quarter’s award goes to Catherine Morley.  Supervisor Puglisi read a brief biography. 

Her department head, Edward Vergano, Director of Technical Services, said Cathy works in a busy office in the Water Division.  When faced with a Town water emergency, she effectively channels the needed information to the appropriate employee.  There are many different issues and procedures that must be followed and Cathy does an excellent job.  She is courteous and responsive to her customers and Mr. Vergano said she works to create a friendly environment in the office.

Councilmember Sloan read a plaque and Certificate of Award that was then presented to Cathy.

* *      

The Town of Cortlandt had the honor of receiving a prestigious award entitled the “Westchester Municipal Planning Federation Award.”  Councilmember Sloan and the Supervisor attended the award ceremony and received a plaque.  It was for a regional study of biodiversity which is extremely important to the environment of the Town of Cortlandt.  It was shared with the Towns of Putnam Valley, Yorktown and New Castle.  Cortlandt is very honored to receive such an award.

* *     

The Town Board has been very busy over the last month attending several parades, Memorial Day ceremonies.

* *     

The grand opening was held of a Computer Center for senior citizens at the Community Center.  Funding for the computers came from Senator Vincent Liebell and the Supervisor thanked him for his efforts.  There is a teacher who will be assisting those seniors who are not familiar with computer use.

* *     

The Town’s Recreation/Youth Division sponsored a Battle of the Bands for our teenagers at the Community Center.  There were four bands and it was very well sponsored.  

* *    

Unfortunately there was a serious act of vandalism at the Michael Mongero Veterans’ Park two days after our Memorial Day ceremony.  It is under investigation by our police departments and the Town Clerk and her husband, Gary Dyckman, have put up a Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollar reward. 
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

 For any additional information contact the State Police at 914-788-8042.  The vandalism occurred on a star that was constructed by Walter Panas High School students in tribute to their graduates who have seen service in Iraq, Afghanistan and the armed forces.  It will be repaired and put back in place by the students.

* *  * * * * * * * *        

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *         

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember John Sloan congratulated the Eagle Scouts and Richard DeSanza for the fine work they did for the community.

He mentioned the Cortlandt Community Coalition which was established approximately one year ago in an attempt to reduce underage drinking.  He said in the last six or eight months there have been a number of publicized events where several dozens of students or teenagers have been arrested for this offense.  Clearly, he said, there is a battle to be waged and hopefully there will be a solution in terms of mindset of both parents and students.  There are a number of programs conducted by both the police authorities and citizens’ programs against alcohol use by underage persons.

* *     

Jeff Tkacs attended a press conference on a study with regard to the County’s acquisition and closure of Indian Point.  Town Board members received a press release and a large part of the report this afternoon from Jeff.  The entire report, conducted by an outside consulting firm hired by the County will be available on the County’s website.  In looking at the overview of the report, Councilman Sloan said the $385,000 spent for the report was not tax money.  It would be too expensive for the County to take over Indian Point.  The consultants recommend the voluntary retirement by the owners of the plant when they come to a more stringent renewal process in 2013 and 2015.  Councilman Sloan said the overview or final conclusion of the report is rather sweeping in that “who didn’t know that the County couldn’t afford to purchase Indian Point.?”  

Councilman Sloan opined that the price spent on this report, no matter where the money came from, seems to be a self fulfilling prophecy on our part – it wasn’t money well spent.

* *     

Councilwoman Ann Lindau thanked Cathy Vassallo and to the Scouts and Richard DiSanza.  She said she sees Glen Bucher in the audience and she was going to call everyone’s attention to the Sunday Westchester section that said the County is poised to get a choice for cable.  Verizon is coming in maybe in five, six or seven years and we may eventually get our senior citizen discounts.

* *      
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilman Frank Farrell referred to the parades and Memorial Day events attended by the Town Board this year and said he hopes those that led these events would excuse his absence this year as his 50th birthday fell on Memorial Day and he was unable to attend any of the festivities associated with the holiday.

Referring to the report on Westchester County’s proposed acquisition of Indian Point discussed earlier by Councilmember Sloan, he said it seems with the County Executive race this year that Indian Point may be more of a political football than it has in the past.  There will be lots of rhetoric flying around. He hopes the report will bring a little more reasonable tone and realistic pursuits of alternatives or solutions to the perceived problem caused by the plants.  For those of us in Cortlandt and/or the Hendrick Hudson School District this is not an academic question.  The financial ramifications of significant changes to the way the plant operates will impact us enormously and the Town needs to keep on top of this and make sure our concerns are always part of any proposed solution.

Councilman Farrell thanked the Boy Scouts, saying this same troop assisted with the work at the McAndrews property and now they’ve worked at Hillpoint.  The Town owes them along with their leaders, a tremendous thanks for the work that they do.  

Last month the board authorized the Town Attorney to declare Cablevision in breach of the contract with the Town because they had not provided service to the full Town.  The Town staff and Cablevision are currently working on a solution and it is an understanding that people in Verplanck and Buchanan may now experience fuller coverage.

* * * * * * * * * * *   

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 17, 2005 and the Special Meeting of  

May 23, 2005 were approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman, unanimously, on motion made by Councilmember Sloan and seconded by Councilmember Cerreto.

* * * * * * * * * *         

PUBLIC HEARING
(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered in the Office Public Hearing Book in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

Public Hearing to consider extending the moratorium for Planned Village Development (PVD) Special Permit to March 31, 2006.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 8:02 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi asked if anyone in the audience would like to speak on this Public Hearing.      

There was no one who wished to speak and the Public Hearing was closed at 8:03 p.m.   on motion made by Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau, with all voting AYE.

* * * * *      

-4-

June 14, 2005

Town Board Minutes

PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved to adopt the following legislation, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 212–05 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of a moratorium extension for (PVD) to March 31, 2006.

* *      

LOCAL LAW NO. 3–05 – RE:  Authorize extending the moratorium for Planned Village Development (PVD) Special Permit to March 31, 2006.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *    

HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only)

None.

* * * * * * * * * *      

BID REPORTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

May, 2005 – Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

Report from the Town Attorney on a request from Philipstown to restrict truck traffic on Route 9D.  Authorize sending report to Philipstown.

* *      

Report from the DES Director on Baptist Church Road and Croton Avenue intersection.  (L. Piccirillo)

* *      

Report from DES Director on drainage and icing on Watch Hill Road and Washington Street. (A. Turkovitz)

* *     

Report from DES Director on traffic issues on Oregon Road and Clara Court.  (S. Mitchell)

* *     
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OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Report from DES Director on drainage on Quaker Ridge Road.  (D. Lovecky)

* *      

Report from DES Director on St. Columbanus Field and the access road.

RESOLUTION NO. – 213 -05 – RE:  Authorize paving and a License Agreement for St. Columbanus field parking area and access road subject to site plan approval by DOTS.

* *     

Report from DES Director on Bear Mt. Bridge Road guide rail.  (Mike Trifone)

* *     

Report from the Traffic Safety Committee recommending appointment of Metthea Baker as a member.  

RESOLUTION NO. – 214 - 05 – RE:  Amend Resolution No. 124-05 adopted on March 15, 2005 with respect to the membership of the Town of  Cortlandt Traffic Safety Board.

* *     

Quarterly report from Westchester County dated March, 2005 with respect to the Sprout Brook Ash Pit.

* *     

Up-date report from the Housing Action Council on the Affordable Housing Program.

* *      

Revised map and memo reflecting changes with respect to CROS and PROS and refer to the Planning Board.

Discussion  Supervisor Puglisi reported that at the last Planning Board meeting there were various Homeowner Association members present at the Public Hearing expressing concern about parcels of land owned by the association that they may decide to sell.  The change deals with eliminating that section from the Zoning Code.  This revised map and memo reflects these changes and the topic will ultimately come back to the Town Board for a vote.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

NEW BUSINESS

Councilman Sloan moved that the following communications be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Letter from Mark Giordano requesting a License Agreement with respect to a Town right-of-way.  Refer, also,  to the Legal Department and DOTS.

* *     
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Letter from residents in the area of Edward Street, Heady Street and Oregon Road with traffic concerns.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found in full context affixed to the original copy of this document.)

Councilmember Cerreto moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 215–05 – RE:  Appoint Brian Kelly as an Administrative Assistant for the DES Director.

Discussion:  The appointee was in attendance and Supervisor Puglisi introduced him and welcomed him and the other new appointees to the work force.

Councilmember Lindau said she was on the interview committee and felt that Brian would be an excellent employee and addition to the staff.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  216–05 – RE:  Appoint three (3) seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  217–05 – RE:  Appoint two (2) additional summer interns.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 218–05 – RE:  Appoint Robert Cusick as a member of the Open Space Committee.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 219–05 – RE:  Appoint Katelyn Keesler as a student member of the Conservation Advisory Council.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO.  220–05 – RE:  Declare Lead Agency with respect to the revised proposed ordinance for CROS and PROS.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 221–05 – RE:  Resolution in opposition of certain state legislation changing the method by which condos and co-ops are assessed.

* *     
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 222–05 – RE:  Resolution in support of legislation to reform the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) per the request of Westchester County.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 223–05 – RE:  Authorize an amendment with respect to an Intermunicipal Agreement with the Westchester County Department of Emergency Services.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *      

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 224–05 – RE:  Authorize the purchase of surveillance cameras for Michael Mongero Veterans Memorial Park no to exceed Ten Thousand ($10,000) Dollars.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi said these cameras were being installed due to the recent incident occurring there.

Councilmember Farrell said this had been discussed at the Town Board work session the previous evening.  He said he served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War and as a veteran and a citizen of the United States he appreciates the significance of a memorial and what it means.  He also shares his colleagues’ outrage and disgust that someone would deface such a park.  He also feels that since it’s a public park, he doesn’t feel comfortable subjecting the 99.9 percent of the people who go there to honor the dead, say a prayer, or otherwise have a private moment to surveillance and recording of their activities.  He said, for this reason, he will be voting “negative.”

Councilmember Cerreto said from his perspective, it’s not a knee jerk reaction to one of act of vandalism.  The park has been vandalized four or five times.  He said people that vandalize and destroy public property should be caught and dealt with appropriately.  He said surveillance cameras are a way of life in today’s world and cited ATM machines, stores, self-service gas stations, etc.  He said it’s a very positive tool for law enforcement.

Supervisor Puglisi said Councilmember Cerreto said everything she was going to say and this is a special situation.  The park is a very treasured Veterans’ Memorial Park.

Councilmember Farrell said he would draw the distinction from ATM machines and other places mentioned by Councilmember Cerreto in that this is a public place, a place where the public is urged to gather.  Perhaps an occasional act of vandalism is the price we pay for living in a free society.

A polled vote of the board taken by Town Clerk Dyckman resulted in the following:



Councilmember Sloan


Yes,

`

Councilmember Cerreto


Yes,



Councilmember Lindau                               Yes,



Councilmember Farrell


No,



Supervisor Puglisi



Yes.

The resolution was declared adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Lindau moved for adoption of the following resolutions, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 225–05 – RE:  Authorize an application to the Housing Implementation Fund with respect to a water booster station at the Jacobs Hill project.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  226–05 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services to seek bids for construction of the Annsville marsh path.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 227–05 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services/ Planning Division to apply for Hudson River Estuary grant funds for landscape improvements at Steamboat Riverfront Park.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  228–05 – RE:  Authorize the Department of Technical Services/Planning Division to apply for Hudson River Estuary grant funds for habitat restoration study at Oscawana/McAndrews property.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO.  229–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to extend a Professional Service Agreement with respect to the Stevens Lane Pump Station.  (Paid for by the developer of Emery Ridge.)

* *     

RESOLUTION NO.  230–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit RFP’s for fence installation and signage with respect to the Craft Lane Bridge.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 231–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to award a contract for modifications to the Benedict Pond outfall structure and authorize an agreement with respect to same.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 232-05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to extend a Professional Service Agreement with respect to digitizing the Zoning Map and additional licenses for Facts Viewer software.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 233–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit bids with respect to repaving of Town roads for 2005.

* *      
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 234–05 – RE:  Authorize closing of certain streets July 14, 2005 to July 17, 2005 for the Our Lady of Mt. Carmel festival.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 235–05 – RE:  Authorize a Fireworks Permit to be held on July 17, 2005 in conjunction with Our Lady of Mt. Carmel festival.  (Rain date July 18, 2005 or July 24, 2005.)

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved the following items be added to the agenda, they be received and filed and the resolutions be adopted. Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.

Correspondence:

Letter from Gail Tomassetti with respect to Maple Road.  Refer, also to DOTS and DES.

* * * * *       

Resolutions

RESOLUTION NO. 236–05 – RE:  Authorize the appointment of Susan Weiler to the title of Senior Office Assistant Automated Systems to fill a vacancy in DOTS/Code Enforcement.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi introduced Ms. Weiler, who was in the audience.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 237–05 – RE:  Authorize the return of certain bid bonds with respect to Contract No. TE2005.03 “Meahagh Park Drainage Improvements.”

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 238–05 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to solicit bids for a Little League field at Sprout Brook Park.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 239-05 – RE: Authorize DOTS to solicit bids for a soccer field at Sprout Brook Park.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said she is delighted that these two fields that have been talked about for a long time are going to become a reality in 2005.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *      
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BUDGET TRANSFERS

Councilmember Sloan moved that that following resolution be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

RESOLUTION NO. 241-05 – RE:  Authorize budget transfers.

Discussion:  Glenn Cestaro, Comptroller, said there are four transfers on the agenda, two are the General Fund, one in the Town Outside the Village Fund, one in the Water Fund.

A complete breakdown of the transfers is to be found affixed to the original copy of this resolution.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.  

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* *  * * * *  * * * *     

HEARING of CITIZENS, (second.)

None.

* * * * *  * * * * *        

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the meeting be closed at 8:20 p.m.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi congratulated all graduates from various educational institutions.

All voted AYE.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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